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Intro 

This document has been prepared for Work Package 2 of the PRIDE innovation project. Specifically, for the 
Capacity Maps part of objective D2.4: ‘DSO DFES and Capacity Maps training material for better informed 
LAEP process’. It details the training that has been provided to support local authorities alongside the DFES 
and Network Opportunity Map (formerly ‘Capacity Maps’). 

 

DFES 

A DFES Local Authority Workbook has been created to support local authorities accessing and querying 
their DFES data. It contains energy and volume projection graphs across all technologies and 
subtechnologies in addition to underlying raw data tables. It also provides information on the DFES process 
and how Local Authority data is incorporated to inform projections. The workbook was produced as an .xlsx 
file in direct response to feedback in last year’s stakeholder engagement webinars. Local authorities are 
advised to use the workbook as reference for completing the DFES Survey which is then used to 
incorporate local authority ambition into DFES volume forecasts. The workbook will support PRIDE by 
allowing LAEP+ users to query the data underlying the DFES layer in addition to visualising it spatially. 

Local Authority Workbook: https://connecteddata.nationalgrid.co.uk/dataset/dfes/resource/43ed83f6-234a-
47aa-951c-efc16d40ae03 

The workbook has been intuitively designed to guide local authority users to the DFES data they require. 
Additionally, it contains a user guide page and DFES introduction page for further guidance and background 
context to the data. A brief demo was provided during local authority engagement webinars and a four 
minute demonstration video has been recorded and will be shared alongside the workbook on our website. 

Throughout the period between the launch of DFES 2025 and the stakeholder engagement window, NG 
DSO’s Stakeholder Engagement Officers have interacting with local authorities including collecting feedback 
on the DFES Local Authority Workbook. This informal user-testing/ feedback period allowed the DSO to 
dynamically respond to functionality requests. Multiple workbook iterations lead to the creation of the 
finished workbook, for example, adding projected number of electric vehicle chargers in addition to the 
projected MW installed capacity. 

21 local authorities have completed this year’s DFES Survey, bringing the total percentage of local 
authorities in our licence areas that have completed the survey within the last 3 years up to 71%. 53 local 
authorities have provided new domestic dwelling data and 39 provided new non-domestic dwellings, the 
highest feedback rate of any DFES year. 

 

Network Opportunity Map 

The Network Opportunity Map is inbuilt with training material to help users access the information they need. 
Once logged in, users are asked if they are trying to connect demand or generation and whether it’s a 
domestic or commercial/industrial asset. This filters the map appropriately to the relevant load type and 
voltage level. A tutorial is then offered to walk users through the map’s functionality, seen in figure 1. 
Additionally, there is a detailed glossary (figure 2) and key (figure 3) to define terms and features on the 
map. A demonstration video was recorded to guide users through the Network Opportunity Map which will 
be uploaded to our website. 
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https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/network-opportunity-map/


National Grid | 07/02/2025 |  WP2 D2.4 DSO Training Material to Inform LAEPs 
 

V2 2 
 

 

Figure 1: screenshot of the first part of the Network Opportunity Map tutorial. 

 

Figure 2: screenshot of the first part of the Network Opportunity Map glossary. 
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Figure 3: screenshot of the first part of the Network Opportunity Map key. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


